
THIS IS AN OFFICIAL 
WICHITA FALLS-WICHITA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICT       

HEALTH ALERT
for HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS and INFECTION CONTROL PRACTITIONERS 

Rabies Exposure 

Date:  July 15, 2015 
Subject: Rabies Exposure in Wichita Falls, Texas 
Summary: There has been a rabies exposure in the local area involving a puppy. The 
puppies involved were advertised on Craigslist in Henrietta, Texas. The puppies were 
at a home on FM 1197 and all nine puppies in the litter were adopted. One of the 
puppies, a shepherd mix, was brought home by an individual from Wichita Falls, and 
the puppy bit the person. The puppy tested positive for rabies.  
Guidance to Clinicians:    
There may be people in the area with potential rabies positive puppies who are 
unaware of the situation. At this point there are 10 exposures to the rabies positive 
puppy. All exposed individuals have been identified and are in the process of 
receiving treatment. 
Citizens are being asked to contact the Health District immediately at 940.761.7833 
or 7824 if they took one of these puppies home, or were exposed to the litter in 
Henrietta. Also, if they know of someone that handled the puppies or took one home, 
they are being asked to please have them contact the Health District immediately. 
Decisions on medical management must be made promptly; the longer treatment is 
postponed, the less likely it is to be effective. 
There are two types of rabies immunizing products for use in humans 

1) Vaccines that induce an active immune response, which requires about 7-10
days to develop but may persist for as long as a year or more.

2) Immune globulins that provide rapid passive immune protein for a short period
of time (half-life of approximately 21 days).

Both types of products should be used concurrently for post-exposure prophylaxis 
(PEP) in those persons who have never received prior vaccination against rabies. 
The Health District can provide guidance. We also serve as the local rabies depot 
where we house and dispense, with a written prescription, State vaccine. However, 
there are certain requirements that must be met. Please contact Jennifer Moreno at 
the Health District at 940.761.7671 for more information concern these requirements. 
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Reporting: 
Please report any rabies exposures to the Health District immediately at                  
940.761. 7671. After hours please call 940.761.7800. 

For More Information: 
For more information concerning this alert please contact the Health District at 
940.761.7892. For more information on rabies and vaccine dosing rabies please visit 
our website: 
http://www.health.wichitafallstx.gov 
Information about rabies is also available at: http://www.cdc.gov/rabies/ 
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